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** United, we stand.” 


We have received a second communication from Concinnus, 
and, without further preface, lay it before our readers : 


Respected Friends, 


Iw a former letter | gave you a sketch of the prominent traits 
of our character, but refrained from alluding at all to the un- 
generous treatment we are constantly receiving from the rest 
of the sex. Notwithstanding our being universally acknowl- 
edged to be a well-disposed pacifick class of gentlemen, still 
sneers, ridicule and satire have been most bountifully heaped 
upon our heads. Now if we know our own hearts, we do not 
indulge the least grain of ill-will towards such as have been 
engaged in this cruel business: the only sensations we har- 
bour are those of pity and regret. We are sorry to see men 
of ingenuity and wit devote their talents to the unwarrantable 
purpose of injuring the inoffensive and unprotected. We 
cannot deny that there is a little wit in the invention of the 
significant names that in various caricatures, (some of which 
you have doubtless seen) are appropriated to the different 
parts of the body ; but we say that it is illiberal and ill-natur- 
ed in the highest degree to fix upon our noddles a nickname* 
that seems to reflect on us as if we were to blame for not hav- 
ing greater and more exalted talents. Surely we cannot be 
properly censured, because Nature has communicated to us 
with a sparing hand. Itis not our wish to make pretensions 
‘o what we donot possess; nor have we any desire to conceal 


* 6¢ + Q Iwee?. head-ielly , 7. Ed. 


82 


our mental debility, but renewedly cast ourselves upon the mer- 
cy and candour of a generous publick. 

As if all the efforts that have been made to ridicule and sa- 
tirise us were not enough, many persons are moreover busily en- 
gaged in endeavouring to injure our standing, especially among 
the mechanical part of the community ; and in consequence 
of this we suffer grievously. To this cause we are doubtless 
correct in attributing an insulting and brutal piece of violence 
lately committed on the person of one of our fraternity—Mr. 
**EERESS, ‘That you may have correct ideas of what consti- 
tuted the essence of the offence, I will accompany this letter 
with an engraved Sketch, executed by one, who was himself 
an eye-witness of the affray. Permit me also to state some 
of the particulars of the case: they are briefly these. About 
ten months since our brother had, on the arrival of the latest 
European fashions, occasion for a new suit, which was im- 
mediately furnished by his tailor. The. times being rather 
hard, and his previous expenditures having been much greater 
than had been anticipated; he for a considerable period 
neglected to call and settle the demand. The bill was at 
length sent in. This being unattended to ; it was handed in two 
orthree times more. Finally a civil officer was dispatched : 
on meeting with something of an uncourteous reception when 
he first addressed our friend, the rascal at once flew into a 
rage—clasped him around the waist with his right hand—held 
him up in the air in an impudent manner—and, horrible to re- 
late, shook him most unmercifully to his inexpressible morti- 
fication, and to the great delight of a multitude of by-standers. 

In consequence of this, and numerous other almost equally 
daring outrages, we have been obliged to take effectual mea- 
sures for our protection: the brotherhood have recently en- 
tered into a league defensive and inviolable. It is quite un- 
necessary to say that our institution—originating as it does, 
like most other associations among men, in the weakness of 
individuals—has for its grand okject the security and safety 
of the whole: we are to guard each others reputations and 
persons—to assist each other in recovering from all ludicrous 
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attitudes and dilemmas—and in misfortunes where nothing 
else can be done, we will drop the tear of sympathy and ex- 
tend the hand of condolence. 

At our first meeting, after having unanimously agreed to be 
designated by the name and title of the New-Haven Danpy- 
Crus, we proceeded to the adoption of a Constitution. | 
really wish ] had the time to lay before you a few specimens 
of this happy and appropriate instrument of our confederation ; 
but I must hasten to give you a sketch of the procedure of 
the Club in the important matter of choosing the first Presi- 
dent. As the excellencies that naturally qualify for this birth 
are mostly of a corporeal kind, and as these are tangible and 
easily ascertainable; we were of course freed from the diffi- 
culties and perplexities attendant upon estimating intellectual 
properties. Each too choose to present his own claims in 
proper person, and we were thus delivered from many modest. 
round-about ceremonies, which serve only to consume time 
and delay business. 

On the making of the motion to proceed to the choice of 
President, every eye flashed with unusual fire and intelligence, 
and each tongue instantaneously danced with a hitherto-un- 
known rapidity. To be frank, one could not help thinking 
of ancient Babel and its confusion. Each with all his might 
endeavoured to establish his own interest upon the best possi- 
ble foundation, and to delineate in glowing colours the num- 
ber and superiority of his own qualifications. One gentleman 
urged the unrivalled slenderness of his waist in support of his 
pretensions, extending his hand at this moment and exhibit- 
ing a string equalling its circumference.—Another spoke of 
the excellence of a long and small neck.—A third gave the 
measurement of his hip, and dwelt with much fervour on the 
excellence of breadth in this particular.—A fourth expatiated 
upon the elegance and splendour of his establishment, and, by 
way of confirmation, held up to view, and gracefuily shook 
an enormous bunch of seals, keys and trinkets, which rang 
through the welkin like so many sheep-bells.—A fifth endea- 
voured to make a happy display of the plumpness of his calves 
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and other paris of his body.—A sixth solemnly averred that 
he had for a long time had on his head hair enough to stuff 
two or three saddles; he also declared that his fingers did not, 
by actual measurement, equal a pipe-stem in thickness, though 
they much surpassed it in length and pearly whiteness: On 
these two perfections, “ 1””—said he—“ cheerfully rest my 
pretensions.”? 

After this way the meeting proceeded until it was discover- 
ed that allthe gentlemen had made out to prefer their claims, 
excepting one, who (as his appearance clearly indicated) was 
a conspicuous member of the fraternity. He had indeed been 
up and speaking incessantly from the very moment of the open- 
ing of the meeting ; but had not even at this late hour been 
ableto bring his words so far to a focus, as_ to state in clear 
and intelligible terms his reasons for thinking himself worthy 
of being elected. His unhappy predicament being perceived, 
a friend gifted with a little more precision and point, kindly 
offered to assist him. It was after a time made to appear that 
in this honourable gentleman were concentrated and happily 
combined, most of the qualities possessed by those, who had 
preceded him—that, in addition to this, he always went com- 
pletely accoutred from head to foot—that his garments were 
always in the newest style and in the extremes of the fashion, 
having on at the very time a pair of Cossacks that contained an 
abundance of cloth for two petticoats and a short-gown.—You 
may be sure that the discovery ofthis constellation of perfec- 
tions set the audience agape, and most felt ashamed of having 
urged their Jean qualifications. But what was peculiarly ef- 
fectual in completely extinguishing every spark of envy in 
every bosom was this: it was clearly proved from various 
and respectable sources that the honourable gentleman had 
never during all his life been guilty of advancing a single idea 
in any company whatever, although one of the most loqua- 
cious of men—constantly talking without cessation or inter- 
mission. ‘This was no sooner ascertained, than he was by 
every yoice and without a dissenting murmur, declared the 
first President of the Club, 
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On being conducted to the chair, it was found that the space 
between the arms of it was not sufficient to admit His Excel- 
lency, accoutred as he was, in a first-rate fashionable pair of 
hippers: he was therefore obliged to take another seat. Then, 
smiling graciously upon the company and exhibiting thirty 
two as fine teeth as ever lips inclosed, he began an inaugural 
address, and proceeded a considerable time without uttering 
any thing that bore even a distant resemblance to thought. 
Some of the members, although highly delighted with these 
early pledges of his future usefulness, after a while began to 
yawn most horribly, and were, at last absolutely overpowered 
by bodily fatigue; for even we have the common infirmities of 
flesh and blood. At length, one took his departure, then 
another and another, and so on—till our worthy president was 
left, solus in solo, still rending the air with the most animated 
gestures, andin the most impassioned and unideal strains ad- 
dressing the naked walls ; and he may, for aught I know, even 
now be found thus engaged. 

If endless loquacity unclogged by thought, be a peculiarity 
of the fraternity ; surely our chief magistrate is well worthy of 
the first place within its gift. 

Your old friend, 
Concinnvus. 


Messrs. Editors, 

Perhaps you were not aware that we of woman kind love so 
well to talk, that it is not always expedient to give free scope 
io our tongues or pens. You haveso much favoured me by 
admitting a former communication that I again ventureto ad- 
dress you; yetit remains with you to say whether the pen to 
which you have given a stimulus shall continue inaction. I 
am so far advanced in life that I dearly love to speak of other 
times and even find myself in common with older people, be- 
ginning to lament “the degeneracy of modern days ;” still 
however, I find many things to commend and admire, as well 
as some deserving of censure. The commencement of your 
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paper I hail as an auspicious era, and hope much benefit will 
be derived from its perusal, particularly by your female rea- 
ders. Some of the younger part of these, together with many 
other young ladies, may be divided into two classes styled the 
Learned and the Sentimental. The former, eagerly pursue 
the most abstruse studies and glide over every branch of sci- 
ence with astonishing rapidity. Thus they acquire a smatter- 
ing of every thing, while they are not thoroughly acquainted 
with any thing. This of course makes them pedantick and 
disagreeable. They disgust men of sense and lead them some- 
times to consider all literary acquirements useless and improp- 
er for females. 

The Sentimental on the other hand, read nothing but novels 


and poetry. ‘They are at all times ready 
“ To die of a rose in aromatick pain ;" 


and see nothing inreal life but through the false and dazzling 
medium of fictitious history. Consequently, they become un- 
fit for every day employments and duties, and dissatisfied with 
the rational enjoyments of those around them. But I hasten 
to lay before you a specimen of the epistolary correspondence 
of one of each of the classes, to which I have alluded ; from 
these you may gain some knowledge of their feelings and pur- 
suits. I was led to take this measure from their both happen- 
ing to mention your paper, as well as from a strong desire to 
give you the best information of the present state of an impor- 
tant part of the reading community. ‘The authors of the fol- 
lowing letters, are two of my nieces, who reside in a small 
country town. They were left orphans at an early age witha 
considerable fortune in the hands of an indulgent Guardian. 
The eldest is now seventeen, and the other a little past fifteen. 
Deprived of that guidance which might render them useful 
members and bright ornaments of society—pursuing the course 
best suited to their inclinations ; they have fallen into the com- 
mon faults of the day and afford tolerable specimens of the 


Learned and Sentimental. The eldest writes: 

Ever dear and honoured Aunt,—The multiplicity of my avocations, has of 
late been an insuperable preventative to the commitment of my cogitations to 
2 form tangible to your occular organs. I am most delightfully engrossed in 
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the pursuit of literature ; my studies at present being, Algebra, Logick, Bota- 

ny, Moral Philosophy, Chemistry, Latin, Astronomy and a few more, equally 

grand and important. With exceeding pleasure have I perceived the announce- 

ment of a periodical publication with the scientifick appellation of ** The Mi- 
croscope.”» My astonishment was however, excited at the plain unadorned 
style of the introductory number ; indeed so utterly devoid is it of ornamented 
and majestick elegance that I felt as if it was the honest well meaning talk of 
one of our country Esquires. But coming as the Work does from your literary 
city, I doubt not it will in future numbers shine forth in all the majesty and 
splendour of scientifick elegance, both in the subject-matter and diction. 1 
hope also to see the most strange and important discoveries in all the Sciences 
have a place in their pages, although no mention has been made of such inten- 
tion. I must solicit of you the favour to see that they are regularly transmit- 
ted to our domicile. 1 must likewise crave your time and attention to the pur- 
chase of a few indispensable articles which my present necessities imperiously 
demand ; namely, a glass receiver, some oxyd of arsenick, a little sul- 
phate of Iron and acetate of Copper. And donot forget a small plate of pla- 
tina, and a port-folio for dried plants. Jam sadly in want of a multitude of 
other things—but I have of late so much diminished my wardrobe by some ez- 
periments, which have burned and soiled my dresses in such a deplorable man- 
ner that lam reduced to the painful necessity of giving up these desirable addi- 
tions to my apparatus, or being unfit to appear in decent company. 

With sentiments of the most exalted regard, 
I am your attached and devoted Niece, 





SOPHRONIA. 
Her sister’s letter was as follows: 


Well my dear Aunt, the delightful zales of spring begin to thrill through the 
leafless groves, and already the feathered songaters are warbling their sweetes! 
notes. But alas, I wander forth alone and fiad myself in this wide world a soli- 
tary being, with none to participate in my joys or sympathise with me in sor- 
tow. I long fora bosom frend, in whose society I may find relief from the hor- 
rid ennui which constaftly haunts me in this abode of dull and stupid mortals. 

lam dying to read Jvanhoe. Miles and miles have I sent, but there is not 
a Circulating Library in the neighbourhood, which has yet added this work to 
their delightful stock. Do send it by the first opportunity, together with ali 
the latest fashions for dresses, and prettiest patterns for ruffles, &c. which you 
can find. I hope Gaardy will permit us to visit you this spring, and [ fear we 
shall make a horribly outiandish appearance, ualess you favour us in this way. 
By the by, I suppose ‘* the Microscope,” as it is something new, will be fashiona- 
ble ; therefore, I shall be pleased to sce it. I should however have been vastly 
better pleased had it been called “ the Opera Glass.” Oh dear Aunt, think 
what a charming title that would have been! we might then have expected to 
see all the news about dress and fashion, new poems and novels, and affairs of 
polite and elegant life exhibited to view, I suppose your delightful city will be 
the seat of gaiety at the coming Fiection. I long to be there; it wil! be the 
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charming month of May—your venerable elms will then begin to shew their 
leafy honours, and all the beauties of the spot which I so much admire, will ap- 
pear in their highest perfection. My dear good aunt, I almost dread your so- 
ber advice, but J do believe al] your serious remonstrances would then be lost 


wpon your incorrigible 
ARABELLA. 

Such, gentlemen, is the natural result of a fashionable edu- 
cation ;—such are many of the young ladies of the higher class- 
es atthe present day. And are these the women, who are to 
fill the important and responsible station of wives and mothers 
in our country? Will they form suitable companions for men 
of worth and intelligence? Can it be expected that they will 
train their sons to usefulness and form their daughters to vir- 
tue and happiness. Alas! they need that plain good sense, 
which enables a woman to conduct with dignity and propriety 
in any station. They are lamentably ignorant of every thing 
that relates to domestic economy ; and know about as little of 
themselves as if their souls resided abroad. Do not these 
things call for a reform ?—The hope of eliciting from the able 
pens of “the Fraternity’? something on the subject, was one 
inducement to my making this communication. 

Your attentive reader and friend, 


HONORIA. 


ee ACER 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Allegoricus shall be inserted in our next. 


Morpheus is likewise received ; and we shall be happy to present it to our 
readers as early as possible. 


It gives us pleasure to number Leon among our correspondents: he shall ap- 
pear as soon, as our present engagements are discharged. 


G. H. was very acceptable ; he shall also have a place as sqon as may be. 


K ate is under consideration. 


We hope the pen of 4/fred will not be suffered to remain long unemployed ; 
but that we shall again have it in our power to entertain the publick with the 
acceptable effusions of bis muse. 


